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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to study family pathways of teenage parents’ families in the
central region of Thailand by studying background and life styles of teenage parents’ families in a
community in the central region. The key informants of this study consisted of 3 groups: 1) 10 teenage
parents’ families having children aged 6 years; 2) 3 knowledgeable people in the community such as the
elderly and folk philosophers and) 2 public health personnel working in the area and being able to
provide information about the families under studied. Research instruments included: the researcher,
interview guides for teenage parents, knowledgeable people and public health personnel. The research
methods were in-depth individual interview, tape recorder, camera and drawing reflecting thoughts of the
teenage parents’ families. Data were analyzed using content analysis from observation, interview, drawing
about families by teenage parents, tape transcription and interpretation of themes according to
conceptual framework. This study found that this community consisted of Thai-Cambodian, Thai-
Vietnamese and local Thai, who clearly inherited their own believes and cultures. These could be seen
from their ways of lives and how they brought up their children. Male and female teenagers used their
pregnancy to bargain with their families. If they were not allowed to live together, it would have impact
on their families because they behaved wrongly to their cultures. Therefore, their families were likely to
allow the couples to live together in the houses. Among the 10 key informants, 7 teenage parents lived
with the female families and 3 lived with the male families. Backgrounds that brought them to live
together were: 4 families decided to live together and 6 families had to live together. All families could
live together and had children without separation. Some families clearly planned their lives. All families
received supports from their former families by looking after their emotion and mind, how to live their
family lives and provided them with resources. The community accepted them after their former families
had done according to their custom and cultures. Teenage parents’ families had various rights and
supports from the community the same as adults’ families in general. This study also found that this
community had a strong club to look after children and youths. This club was formed according to the
community’s needs and enabled teenage parents’ families to lead their lives like other teenagers after
they were free from works or after they looked after their children. The teenage parents’ families were
satisfied with this club. The club also enabled the teenage parents to return to their studies or offered
opportunities for them to join various groups that come to create jobs in the communities. The teenage
parents also used their lives as examples for the younger generation and helped solve teenage problems
in the community. The teenage parents intended to look after and ensure stability of their families.

Keywords: Family pathways, Teenage parents’ families
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